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of the Senate, the President pro tem-
pore, and the majority and minority
leaders be authorized to make appoint-
ments to commissions, committees,
boards conferences, or other inter-
parliamentary conferences authorized
by law, by concurrent action of the two
Houses, or by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
AUTHORITY TO FILE LEGISLATIVE
AND EXECUTIVE ITEMS ON

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2005

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that not withstanding the recess, com-
mittees be allowed to file legislative
and executive items on Wednesday,
March 30, between the hours of 10 a.m.
and 12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Judiciary Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
43, and the Senate then proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution designating the first day of
April 2005 as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the Frist
amendment be agreed to, the preamble,
as amended, be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 43) was agreed
to.

The amendment (No. 264) was agreed
to, as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally little is known about
late stage treatment and there is no cure for
asbestos-related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis;

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos
yet continues to consume almost 7,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation;
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Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of Americans die from
asbestos related diseases every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;
and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Day’’ would raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 43

Whereas deadly asbestos fibers are invis-
ible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas when airborne fibers are inhaled
or swallowed, the damage is permanent and
irreversible;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, lung cancer, and pleural
diseases;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival rate of
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas little is known about late stage
treatment and there is no cure for asbestos-
related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases would give patients increased
treatment options and often improve their
prognosis;

Whereas asbestos is a toxic and dangerous
substance and must be disposed of properly;

Whereas nearly half of the more than 1,000
screened firefighters, police officers, rescue
workers, and volunteers who responded to
the World Trade Center attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, have new and persistent res-
piratory problems;

Whereas the industry groups with the high-
est incidence rates of asbestos-related dis-
eases, based on 2000 to 2002 figures, were ship-
yard workers, vehicle body builders (includ-
ing rail vehicles), pipefitters, carpenters and
electricians, construction (including insula-
tion work and stripping), extraction, energy
and water supply, and manufacturing;

Whereas the United States imports more
than 30,000,000 pounds of asbestos used in
products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases Kkill
10,000 people in the United States each year,
and the numbers are increasing;

Whereas asbestos exposure is responsible
for 1 in every 125 deaths of men over the age
of 50;

Whereas safety and prevention will reduce
asbestos exposure and asbestos-related dis-
eases;

Whereas asbestos has been the largest sin-
gle cause of occupational cancer;

Whereas asbestos is still a hazard for
1,300,000 workers in the United States;
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Whereas asbestos-related deaths have
greatly increased in the last 20 years and are
expected to continue to increase;

Whereas 30 percent of all asbestos-related
disease victims were exposed to asbestos on
naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of virtually all office buildings, public
schools, and homes built before 1975; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Day’’ would raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
first day of April 2005 as ‘‘National Asbestos
Awareness Day’’.

————

AMENDING THE INTERNAL
REVENUE CODE OF 1986

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H.R. 1270, which was
received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1270) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the Leaking
Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund fi-
nancing rate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1270) was read the third
time and passed.

————
FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 88, submitted earlier today by
Senators AKAKA, SARBANES, COCHRAN,
BAuUcUS, and others.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 88) designating April
2005 as ‘‘F'inancial Literacy Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution and preamble be agreed
to en bloc, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and any statements
be printed in the RECORD, without in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 88) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 88

Whereas at the end of 2004, Americans car-

ried 657,000,000 bank credit cards, 228,000,000
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